


WELCOME

Jeff Friday, 
ABFF Founder/CEO, Film Life, Inc 

On behalf of Film Life, Inc., it is an honor and a pleasure to welcome you all to the 17th Annual 
American Black Film Festival in Miami Beach, Florida. 

For the last 17 years, we have solidified our reputation as the preeminent film festival for filmmakers 
and artists of African descent. I am humbled by the generosity of our corporate sponsors and the 
unwavering support from you, the Festival attendees.

I am incredibly grateful to HBO and Cadillac for their trust, extraordinary support of our mission and 
for allowing us to be so closely associated with such prestigious brands. To American Airlines, UP 

(formerly gmc TV), CNN Films, Codeblack Films, Comcast/NBCUniversal, Nickelodeon and Marriott 

International, our Official Sponsors; American Family Insurance, BET Networks, Grab Media, Nielsen 
and Stella Artois, our Supporting Sponsors, as well as all our Media, Industry and Promotional 
Partners; I thank you for your commitment to ABFF and for the opportunity to work with so many 
wonderful individuals.

Miami has graciously been the host city of the Festival for a decade and I would like to thank this 
year's host sponsors: Greater Miami Convention & Visitors Bureau (GMCVB), Southeast 
Overtown/Park West Community Redevelopment Agency, Miami Beach Visitor and Convention 
Authority (MBVCA), Miami-Dade Chamber of Commerce and Miami-Dade County Tourist 
Development Council (TDC) for their continued hospitality.

At the start of each Festival, it is always my hope that this event is experiential and interactive for 
Festival attendees and it provides new opportunities for film enthusiasts to discover and enjoy 
amazing films, artists and filmmakers. 

This year, it is my wish that you participate in every aspect of the Festival – from the dynamic film 
screenings to the Talk Series to the Master Classes and, of course, our hospitality events.  Join us in 
the celebration of what has become one of the leading events in the industry.

A very special thanks to all of the filmmakers and film enthusiasts who gather in South Beach in the 
spirit of great filmmaking; you are an elite group and we are honored that you have chosen the 
ABFF as the place to screen your work.  And, as always, a huge thank you to the ABFF staff. You are 
an outstanding team and this Festival would not be possible were it not for your indefatigable efforts 
and dedication.   

Enjoy the next five days and I look forward to meeting and sharing the ABFF experience with you!



WELCOME

Dear ABFF Participants:

Welcome to Film Life’s 17th Annual American Black Film Festival. As founding and premier sponsor 
of the ABFF, HBO is proud of its continued involvement in celebrating the creative talent in the black 
film community.

Our long-standing partnership with the ABFF has allowed us to play an integral part in the festival’s 
efforts in support of aspiring actors and filmmakers through competition, workshops and panels, 
networking opportunities and the sharing of creative resources and visions. This could not be done 
without the full support and contributions of HBO divisions who send representatives including those 
attending this year – Film Programming, Documentary, Original Programming, Talent Relations, 
Marketing, Production, Business Affairs, Human Resources and Corporate Social Responsibility. Also 
joining us are talent from our award-winning original series.

At this year’s festival, HBO is sponsoring several key events where you can meet and greet the HBO 
®staff, including our 16th Annual HBO  Short Film Award competition which has been presented as 

part of the ABFF’s competitive film program since it was established by in 1998.

®As in the past, we have invited five filmmakers to the ABFF to vie for the HBO  Short Film Award in a 
final round of competition, to be held on June 20th at 8:30 p.m. at the Colony Theater. Created to 
honor the writing and directing talents of young filmmakers, the 2013 competition will culminate 
with a $10,000 grand prize presented to one winner during the ABFF’s Awards presentation on 
closing night.

In addition, we will be hosting to two events at the Ritz Carlton’s Main Hall – the first-ever ABFF 
Comedy Wings Competition Finals on June 21st at 10:00 pm, and the panel “Examining the 
Influence of Fashion Trends in Film and Television” on June 22nd at 2:00 pm.

We look forward to seeing you at these and all the other festivities and events at the festival and 
extend our warmest congratulations to the ABFF and its sponsors on its 17th year of serving, 
supporting and empowering the black film community. As always, special thanks to Jeff Friday and 
his staff for creating an influential forum that gives new talent public and industry recognition.

Sincerely,

Dennis Williams
Vice President, Corporate Social Responsibility
HBO



WELCOME

Cadillac could not have been more proud to be a premier sponsor of the 17th Annual American 
Black Film Festival in Miami Beach, Florida. In our third year supporting the festival, we were 
delighted once again to partake in such a dynamic celebration of African-American films, artists and 
filmmakers.

Cadillac is a leading luxury auto brand that is growing globally, driven by an expanding product 
portfolio featuring dramatic artistry, design and technology. Our partnership with the ABFF 
underscores our commitment to the finest of arts, as demonstrated by our sponsorship of the Best 
Narrative Feature Award presented by Spike Lee. Cadillac design embodies contemporary artistic 
and cultural ideas, themes also embedded in the DNA of the festival.

We hope you took advantage of the opportunity to engage with us at the festival: whether it was 
hopping on a courtesy Escalade shuttle, relaxing in the Cadillac Lounge daily or taking pictures of 
the incomparable XTS on the red carpet of “Kevin Hart: Let Me Explain”. Our plan was to make sure 
that every participant knew that Cadillac was honored to be a part of the celebration of this diverse 
film industry and all it has to offer – and I hope it showed.

My wish is that each and every one of you enjoyed the festival to the fullest. It takes a village to pull 
together such a tremendous effort and kudos to Jeff Friday and the ABFF staff for all of their arduous 
work to ensure each festival attendee had a magnificent experience. We trust each and every one of 
you had a memorable one, upon which you will build in 2014.

 Sincerely, 

 Don Butler, 
Vice President - Global Cadillac Strategy 





American Airlines Festival Center 

Miami Film Life Center Press Conference

The Marriott Prestige Lounge 

Cadillac Innovation Showcase

Cadillac Car Service

Opening Night Film: The Inevitable Defeat of Mister and Pete 

Opening Night Party

11:00 am - 7:00 pm

11:00 am - 12 noon

11:00 am - 7:00 pm

10:00 am - 4:00 pm

4:00 pm - 8:30 pm

Passholders only

5:15 pm & 8:30 pm

Admission: With pass or individual ticket

10:00 pm - 2:30 am

Admission: With pass or individual ticket

Ritz Carlton, Salon 1, 2nd Fl
Pre-registration pickup. Pass and ticket sales.

The Chapman House, 1200 NW 6th Avenue, Miami, FL 33132

Ritz Carlton, South Pointe Room, 2nd Fl
Exclusive registration and hospitality area for Founder’s Circle and Prestige Passholders

Ritz-Carlton, Collins Ave. Entrance

Ritz Carlton-Lincoln Rd. Entrance
Catch a ride in a Cadillac to the opening night film at the Colony Theater. Sign up at the 
Cadillac table in the registration gallery.

Colony Theatre
Courtesy of Codeblack Films a Lionsgate company                        

SLS Hotel/Hyde Beach Pool
Presented by Cadillac

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19

EVENT SCHEDULE

        For full event details, visit www.abff.com





EVENT SCHEDULE

THURSDAY, JUNE 20

American Airlines Festival Center       

The Marriott Prestige Lounge 

Bill Duke's Actors Boot Camp: Session I

Cadillac Car Service

2013 Film Program

Hollywood TrailerFest 

Cadillac Lounge and Innovation Showcase

Stop by the Lounge from 1:30 pm - 2:30 pm to 
“Meet the Filmmakers”

Framing the Ask: Financing Your Film 

with Crowd Fundraising

                                               

Ritz Carlton, Salon 1, 2nd Fl
Pre-registration pickup. Pass and ticket sales.

                 

Ritz Carlton, Southpointe Room, 2nd Fl
Exclusive registration and hospitality area for Founder's 
Circle and Prestige Passholders

                      

Ritz-Carlton, Resource Room, 3rd Fl

             

Ritz Carlton-Lincoln Rd. Entrance
Catch a ride in a Cadillac to the movie theaters 
courtesy of Cadillac. Sign up at the Cadillac table in 
the registration gallery.

Official screenings of narrative features, documentaries, 
shorts & webisodes

                                                 

Ritz-Carlton, Main Hall, 2nd Fl

Ritz-Carlton, Collins Avenue Entrance

, a forum where the directors of 
the narrative, documentary and short films in 
competition will discuss their projects. 

Ritz-Carlton, Resource Room, 3rd Fl
Presented by Black Enterprise Magazine

8:00 am - 5:00 pm

8:00 am - 5:00 pm

8:30 am - 11:00 am

Admission: With Master Class ticket

10:00 am - 8:30 pm

Passholders only

10:30 on. (See screening schedule for movie times 

and theater listings)

Admission: With pass or individual ticket

11:00 am - 1:00 pm

Admission: With pass or individual ticket

10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Admission: Passholders only

1:00 pm - 2:30 pm

Passholders only

The Art of Voice Acting

“The Best Man Holiday”

HBO Short Film Competition

ABFF Night Cap

2:30 pm 4:00 pm

Admission: With pass or individual ticket

5:30 pm - 7:00 pm

Admission: With pass or individual ticket

8:30 pm - 10:30 pm

Admission: With pass or individual ticket SOLD OUT

10:00 pm - Midnight

 - 

Ritz-Carlton, Main Hall, 2nd Fl
Presented by Nickelodeon

Ritz-Carlton, Main Hall, 2nd Fl
Presented by Comcast/NBCUniversal

          

Colony Theatre

  

Ritz-Carlton, Lobby Bar
Presented by Rosa Regale
Complimentary cocktails for festival passholders 
courtesy of Rosa Regale 

        For full event details, visit www.abff.com





EVENT SCHEDULE

FRIDAY, JUNE 21

American Airlines Festival Center

The Marriott Prestige Lounge 

Bill Duke’s Actors Boot Camp: Session II 

Cadillac Car Service

Cadillac Lounge and Innovation Showcase 

Join us from 1:30 pm - 2:30 pm for a Q&A with actors 
Boris Kodjoe, Derek Luke and director David E. Talbert 
about their upcoming film Baggage Claim.

ABFF 2013 Film Program

Diversity...It’s Just Good Business

How to Pitch a Series

8:00 am 5:00 pm

8:00 am - 5:00 pm

8:30 am - 11:00 am

Admission with Master Class ticket

10:00 am - 8:30 pm

Passholders only

10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Passholders only

10:30 am on. (See screening schedule for movie 

times and theater listings)      

Admission: With pass or individual ticket

 

12 noon - 1:30 pm

Admission: With pass or individual ticket

1:30 pm - 3:00 pm

Passholders only

 - 
Ritz Carlton, Salon 1, 2nd Fl
Pre-registration pickup. Pass and ticket sales.

                      

Ritz Carlton, South Pointe, 2nd Fl.
Exclusive registration and hospitality area for Founder’s 
Circle and Prestige Passholders

 

Ritz-Carlton, Resource Room, 3rd Fl

                           

Ritz Carlton-Lincoln Rd. Entrance
Catch a ride in a Cadillac to the movie theaters 
courtesy of Cadillac. Sign up at the Cadillac table in 
the registration gallery.

                 

Ritz-Carlton, Collins Avenue Entrance

Official screenings of Narrative Features, 
Documentaries, Shorts & Webisodes

                                                   

Ritz-Carlton, Main Hall, 2nd Fl
Presented by Comcast/NBCUniversal

                                          

Ritz-Carlton, Resource Room, 3rd Fl
Presented by Nickelodeon
Admission:  Very limited and will be granted on a first 
come, first served basis. Get a number at the sign up 
table one hour before the event start time. 

UP Screenplay Table Read

Comcast/NBCUniversal Seminar: 

“Breaking into the Industry”

American Family Insurance presents 
“Through a Black Lens” 

A Conversation with Regina King  

Alumni Spotlight: Screening of 
Fruitvale Station

2013 ABFF Comedy Wings 

Competition Finals

Partner Event:  Laughing to the Bank  

                            

Ritz-Carlton, Main Hall, 2nd Fl

Presented by UP (formerly gmc TV)

Ritz-Carlton, Resource Room, 3rd Fl
Presented by Comcast/NBCUniversal

                             

Miami Beach Cinematheque 
Presented by American Family insurance

       

                       

Ritz-Carlton, Main Hall, 2nd Fl
Presented by American Airlines

Colony Theatre
Courtesy of The Weinstein Company

Ritz-Carlton, Main Hall, 2nd Fl
Presented by HBO

Regal Cinemas

161120 Lincoln Rd, Miami Beach, FL 33139
Screening courtesy of Make It Rain Productions and 
Upscale Magazine

3:30 pm 5:00 pm

Admission: With pass or individual ticket

4:30 pm - 6:00 pm

Admission:  Very limited and will be granted on a first 

come, first served basis. Get a number at the sign up 

table one hour before the event start time. 

Passholders only

5:00 pm - 6:30 pm

Admission:  Passholders only

 

6:30 pm - 7:45 pm

Admission: With pass or individual ticket

8:30 pm

Admission: With pass or individual ticket

10:00 pm - 11:30 pm

Admission: With pass or individual ticket 

                                                                                                             

June 21/12 Midnight

Admission: Free admission for all ABFF passholders 

 - 

ABFF Night Cap
Ritz-Carlton Lobby Bar 
Presented by Marriott
Complimentary cocktails for festival passholders 
courtesy of Marriott 

        For full event details, visit www.abff.com





EVENT SCHEDULE

SATURDAY, JUNE 22

American Airlines Festival Center 

The Marriott Prestige Lounge     

Bill Duke’s Actors Boot Camp: Session III

Miami Film Life Center (MFLC) 

and Locations Tour 

Nickelodeon Casting Call

Cadillac Lounge and Innovation Showcase 

Join us from 12:30 pm - 1:30 pm for the “ABFF Movie 
Challenge” hosted by Anthony Anderson.

Cadillac Car Service

8:00 am - 3:00 pm

8:00 am - 3:00 pm

8:30 am - 11:00 am

Admission with Master Class ticket

10:00 am - 12 noon

By Invitation Only

10:00 am - 6:00 pm

Online Pre-Registration was required. Registration is 

now full.

10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Passholders only

10:00 am - 6:00 pm

Passholders only

Ritz Carlton, 2nd Floor
Pre-registration pickup. Pass and ticket sales.

       

Ritz Carlton, South Pointe Rm, 2nd Fl
Exclusive hospitality area for Founder’s Circle and 
Prestige Passholders

          

Ritz-Carlton, Resource Room

Pick up at the Ritz Carlton, South Beach, 

Lincoln Rd Entrance
A special tour for ABFF filmmakers of the newly 
established MFLC and filming locations within the City 
of the Miami. Hosted by the Miami Film Commission

Ritz Carlton, Courtyard, 2nd floor
Nickelodeon is seeking funny kid talent! Is that you?  
This Open Call is for all boys and girls, of all ethnicities, 
between the ages of 9 and 15 years old.   

                

Ritz-Carlton, Collins Avenue Entrance

 Test your 
Black Cinema I.Q. during this fun-filled event.

                    

Ritz Carlton-Lincoln Rd. Entrance
Catch a ride in a Cadillac to the movie theaters 
courtesy of Cadillac. Sign up at the Cadillac table in 
the registration gallery.

2013 Film Program

The Artist’s Vision: Cultural Criticism and the 

Filmmaker’s Voice

Telling Stories of Substance, 

led by Reggie Bythewood

Examining the Influence of Fashion Trends in 

Film and Television    

Gala Screening: In the Meantime

2013 Festival Awards Presentation

     
Official screenings of narrative features, documentaries, 
shorts & webisodes

                                                  

Ritz-Carlton, Main Hall, 2nd Fl
Presented by Grab Media and HuffPost Black Voices

Ritz-Carlton, Resource Room, 2nd Fl
Presented in association with the Writer’s Guild of 
America West (WGAW)

                          

Ritz-Carlton, Main Hall. 2nd Fl          
Presented by HBO & Macy’s

                                

Colony Theatre

Courtesy of UP (formerly gmc TV)

The world premiere of UP’s (formerly gmc TV) latest 

original movie, written by last year’s screenplay 
competition winner Nzinga Kadalie Kemp and directed 
by Roger Bobb. 
Admission: With pass or individual ticket

Ritz-Carlton, Main Hall, 2nd Fl
The announcement of the 2013 grand jury awards 
and talent competition winners.

10:30 am on. 

times and theater listings)

Admission: With pass or individual ticket

11:00 am - 12:30 pm

Admission: With pass or individual ticket

12:30 pm - 3:00 pm

Admission: With Master Class ticket 

2:00 pm - 3:30 pm

Admission: With pass or individual ticket

2:30 pm - 4:30 pm

5:00 pm - 6:15 pm

Admission: With pass or individual ticket

(See screening schedule for movie 

        For full event details, visit www.abff.com



EVENT SCHEDULE

SATURDAY, JUNE 22, continued SUNDAY, JUNE 23

“Films Over Miami” Community Showcase

Gala Screening: Playin' For Love 

10:45 am - 4:00 pm 

movie times and theater listings)

Admission: Free community screenings. Tickets will be  

issued on a first come, first served basis. Line forms 

one hour prior to screening start time.

5:30 pm & 8:00 pm

Admission:

The 5:30 pm screening is by invitation only. 

The 8:00 pm screening is a free community screening. 

Tickets will be issued on a first come, first served basis. 

Line forms one hour prior to screening start time.

(See screening schedule for 

Colony Theatre
A showcase of  feature length and short films written, 
directed and produced by Miami’s emerging 
filmmakers
Presented by the City of Miami SEOPW CRA 

                      

Colony Theatre
World premiere of director Robert Townsend's new 
romantic comedy. This film was funded in part by 
grants from the Southeast Overtown/Park West and 
Omni Redevelopment District Community 
Redevelopment Agencies, and through the generous 
support of the City of Miami.”

Gala Screening: 

Kevin Hart: Let Me Explain

Let Me Explain After Party

                                             

Olympia Theater at the Gusman Center
Courtesy of Codeblack Films a Lionsgate Company
The world premiere of comedian’ Kevin Hart’s 
upcoming concert film

                                           

Play Nightclub

8:45pm

Admission: With pass or individual ticket

 

10:30 pm - 3:30 am

Admission: With pass or individual ticket

        For full event details, visit www.abff.com





SPONSOR HOSPITALITY SUITES

        www.abff.com

THURSDAY, JUNE 20

Fox/HBCU Media Alliance

Viacom Media Networks Hospitality & 

Recruitment Suite

The Doctor’s Lounge

11:00 am - 5:00 pm

12:00 pm - 5:00 pm

11:00 am - 5:00 pm

Ritz-Carlton, South Beach, 3rd Fl/ Suite 324

Ritz-Carlton, South Beach, 3rd Fl /Suite 332
Viacom Media Networks believes that attracting and 
retaining the best, most diverse talent provides a 
significant competitive advantage in the media and 
entertainment industry. We also understand that an 
inclusive culture, where individuals of all backgrounds 
can succeed, is the responsibility of each and every 
employee. In an effort to expand diversity within our 
talent pool both in front of and behind the camera, 
Viacom Media Networks has several programs to 
recruit and support acting, writing and directing talent 
as well as news production and news coverage. 

To find out more about more about these programs 
and receive great giveaways visit the VMN suite and 
meet executives from MTV, VH1, Comedy Central, 
Spike, Nickelodeon, TV Land, CMT and LOGO.

Ritz-Carlton, South Beach, 3rd Fl./ Suite 334
Enjoy our on-site salon for styling and hair tips

FRIDAY, JUNE 21

Fox/HBCU Media Alliance

SAGIndie

Rosa Regale R&B Series Lounge

UP  / ASPIRE

11:00 am - 5:00 pm

11:00am - 5:00pm

1:30 am - 3:00 pm

VIP Reception - 5:00 am – 6:00 pm

11:00am - 5:00pm

Ritz-Carlton, South Beach, 3rd Fl/ Suite 324

 

Ritz-Carlton, South Beach, 3rd Fl./Suite 326

Ritz-Carlton, South Beach, 3rd Fl./Suite 328
Rosa Regale invites ABFF guests to the R&B Series 
Lounge, a unique fusion of dynamic individuals, fare and 
sounds in an environment that evokes love at first sip. 

Ritz-Carlton, South Beach, 3rd Fl./Suite 328

Ritz-Carlton, South Beach, 3rd Fl./Suite 330

Viacom Media Networks Hospitality & 

Recruitment Suite

The Doctor’s Lounge

12:00 am - 5:00 pm

11:00 am - 5:00 pm

Ritz-Carlton, South Beach, 3rd Fl /Suite 332

Ritz-Carlton, South Beach, 3rd Fl./ Suite 334

SATURDAY, JUNE 22

Fox/HBCU Media Alliance

SAGIndie

UP / ASPIRE

11:00 am - 5:00 pm

11:00 am - 5:00 pm

11:00 am - 5:00 pm

Ritz-Carlton, South Beach, 3rd Fl/ Suite 324

 

Ritz-Carlton, South Beach, 3rd Fl./Suite 326

Ritz-Carlton, South Beach, 3rd Fl./Suite 330



STAR PROJECT FINALISTS

        www.abff.com







World premieres and advanced screenings of studio and network films.
GALA SCREENINGS

Directed by: George Tillman, Jr.  Producers: Alicia Keys, Bob Teitel, George Tilman 
Starring: Skylan Brooks, Ethan Dizon, Jennifer Hudson, Jordin Sparks, Anthony Mackie, 
Jeffrey Wright

Coming of age story about two inner city youths, who are left to fend for 
themselves over the summer after their mothers are taken away by the 
authorities.

2013 USA 85MIN

THE INEVITABLE DEFEAT OF MISTER AND PETE

courtesy of Codeblack Films a Lionsgate company

OPENING NIGHT FILM

Written & Directed by: Ryan Coogler  Producers: Forest Whitaker, Nina Young, 
Sev Ohanian, Lisa Kleiner Chanoff, John Kwok, Octavia Spencer  
Starring: Michael B. Jordan, Octavia Spencer and Melonie Diaz

The true story of Oscar, a 22-year-old Bay area resident, who crosses paths 
with friends, enemies, family and strangers, on the last day of 2008.

2013 USA 85MIN

FRUITVALE STATION

courtesy of The Weinstein Company

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Written by: Nzinga Kadalie Kemp  Directed by: Roger Bobb  Produced by: UP and 
Bobbcat Films  Starring: Kali Hawk, Darrin Dewitt Henson, Terry J. Vaughn, Tommy Ford, 
David, Tamela Mann, Elizabeth Omilami, Demetria McKinney, Rodney Perry and 
Musiq Soulchil

Taking a break doesn't always mean a break up, so what do you do in the 
meantime? For Jazmin Welles, it means finding out who she is. While on a 
relationship "hiatus" she takes a job teaching and finds out the true meaning 
of love and life.

IN THE MEANTIME

courtesy of UP (formerly GMC TV)

2013 USA 88 MIN HD  World Premiere

Directed by: Tim Story  Producers: Jeff Clanagan, Blake W. Morrison  
Executive Producers: Michael Goldfine, Kevin Hart  Starring: Kevin Hart

Filmed at a sold-out performance of at Madison Square Garden, comedian 
Kevin Hart delivers material form his 2012 "Let Me Explain" concert tour.

2013 USA 75 MIN  World Premiere

KEVIN HART: LET ME EXPLAIN

courtesy of Codeblack Films a Lionsgate company

CLOSING NIGHT FILM

        www.abff.com    Refer to screening schedule for showtimes





Written and directed by: Stuart Connelly  Producers: Mary Jo Barthmaier, Stuart Connelly, 
Robyn Bennett, Scott Aronson  Cast: Mekhi Phifer, William Sadler, Sterling K. Brown, 
James McCaffrey and Rebecca Creskoff

Confusion and conflict engulf a small all-white southern town when an 
African-American stranger appears in the wake of an armed bank robbery.

THE SUSPECT
2012 USA 98 MIN RED  World Premiere

Written and directed by: R. Malcolm Jones  Producers: R. Malcolm Jones, 
Udonis Haslem, Randy Godfarb, Quetta Santiago  Cast: Jennifer Lewis, Keith David, 
Jamie Hector and introducing Latrice Jackson, LaShay Jackson and Amiya Thomas

Tiana, Nia and Amiya - initially adversaries - forge a lifelong friendship 
through hope and adversity in one of Miami's gritty and unforgiving 
neighborhoods, Liberty City. A coming of age story laced with sometimes 
insurmountable tragedies and exhilarating adventures.

2013 USA 89 MIN HD  World Premiere

THE MAGIC CITY

SABLE FABLE

Written, produced and directed by: Stephen Lloyd Jackson  Cast: James Williams, 
Nicole Hartley, Sheila Nortley, Jasmine Munting, Daniel Bailey, Alex Marx, Stephen Lloyd 
Jackson and Lily Joseph

A story exploring the complex psychology of love, sex and race through four 
different couples whose lives intertwine with one another.

2013 UK 83 MIN HD  World Premiere

THINGS NEVER SAID

Written and directed by: Charles Murray  Producers: Charles Murray, 
Bryan "Skinny" Lewis, Steven Labroi  Cast: Omari Hardwick, Shanola Hampton, 
Elimu Nelson, Michael Beach and Tamala Jones

Kalindra Stepney's journey for self-worth through spoken poetry.

2012 USA 112 MIN HD

        www.abff.com    Refer to screening schedule for showtimes

NARRATIVE COMPETITION
Feature-length films in this section compete for the ABFF's Grand Jury prizes for 
Best Screenplay, Best Actor presented by Marriot International, Best Director and 
Best Narrative Feature Film, presented by Cadillac.





Nonfiction films in this section compete for the CNN Documentary Award. 
CNN FILMS DOCUMENTARY COMPETITION

Directed by: Carmen L. Scott  Produced by: Carmen L. Scott and Lenny Payan

The citizens of Sunflower County, Mississippi continue the fight for a freedom 
not yet gained: education.

THE SUNFLOWER COUNTY FREEDOM PROJECT
2013 USA 76 MIN HD  World Premiere

Directed by: Daphne Schmon  Produced by: Robert McCormick  Executive Producers: 
Susan Applegate, Pamela Laudenslager, Alex Lage, Karen Eltrich, Lara Chirino 
Narrated by: Gbenga Akinnagbe

Two brothers and a cousin journey from humble fishing families on a tiny 
Caribbean island to become three of the best freestyle windsurfers in history. 

2012 USA 95 MIN HD

CHILDREN OF THE WIND

HOMEGOINGS

Produced and directed by: Christine Turner

Through the eyes of Harlem funeral director Isaiah Owens, the beauty and 
grace of African-American funerals are brought to life.

2013 USA 56 MIN HD

        www.abff.com    Refer to screening schedule for showtimes





®
HBO  SHORT FILM COMPETITION

Written by: Victoria Rose  Directed by: Steven Caple Jr.  Producer: Tarik Jackson, 
Corina Maritescu  Cast: Morgan Ashley and Tracie Thomas

The story of an eight-year-old girl's journey to build a relationship with her 
absent father, through a class assigned family tree.

A DIFFERENT TREE
2012 USA 15 MIN HD  World Premiere

Written and directed by: Edson Jean  Producer: Borsht Corp.  Executive Producer: 
Vladimir Lescouflair  Cast: Edson Jean, Marckenson Charles, Joshua Jean-Baptiste and 
Devon Dassaw

Edson anxiously speeds through this journey, until he is forced to apply the 
brakes of faith.

BLACK GIRL IN PARIS

Written and directed by: Kiandra Parks  Producer: Kiara C. Jones  Cast: Tracey Heggins 
and Zaraah Abraahams

When a down on her luck aspiring writer runs out of money after moving to 
Paris, she meets a street-smart prostitute who takes her on a whirlwind 
adventure of passion, self-discovery and uninhibited sexual freedom.

2012 USA 20 MIN HD  World Premiere

STONE CARS

Written and directed by: Reinaldo Marcus Green  Producer: Chiara Bernasconi 
Cast: Olwethu Anita April and Lungisani Dyalvani

A coming of age love story set in the shacks of Khayelitsha township, one 
of the most dangerous areas in the world. April is faced with a decision 
that ultimately she will have to live with the rest of her life.

2013 USA 14 MIN HD  World Premiere

2013 USA 18 MIN HD  World Premiere

Written by: Talibah Newman and Amanda Brennan  Directed by: 
Talibah Newman  Producer: Hugo Kenzo  Executive Producer: Karen Newman 
Cast: CoCo Monroe, Marnye Young and Willie Minor

A young boy, Honey, explores identity and grief with his mystical 
neighbor, while in the midst of the struggle to help his mother lay his 
grandfather to rest.

SWEET HONEY CHILD

2012 USA 20 MIN HD  World Premiere

THE ADVENTURES OF EDSON JEAN

Five emerging filmmakers compete for the HBO Short Film Award.

        www.abff.com    Refer to screening schedule for showtimes



WORLD SHOWCASE
A noncompetitive showcase of feature-length films.

Written by: Jennifer Holness and Sudz Sutherland  Directed by: Sudz Sutherland Producers: 
Jennifer Holness, Don Carmody, Anita Lee  Cast: Tatyana Ali, Lyriq Bent, Stephan James, 
Fefe Dobson, Richard Chevolleau, Paul Campbell and CCH Pounder

The story of three young people deported 'home' to Jamaica after being raised 
abroad since infancy. Once landed in Kingston, without any compass of any kind, 
they each embark on a journey that pushes their endurance beyond measure and 
forces them to discover who they truly are.

HOME AGAIN
2012 USA 103 MIN HD

Written by: Solvan "Slick" Naim  Directed by: Solvan "Slick" Naim and Olli Koivula 
Producers: Solvan "Slick" Naim, Tiandra Gayle  Cast: Rob Morgan, Solvan Naim, Celestine Rae, 
Kelvin Hale, Eden Marryshow and Devale Ellis

A Brooklyn pizza boy seeks revenge on a local neurotic thug when his best friend 
is killed in a case of mistaken identity.

2013 USA 84 MIN HD  World Premiere

FULL CIRCLE

HOME

Written and directed by: Jono Oliver  Producers: Daniela Barbosa, Jono Oliver, 
Ged Dickersin  Cast: Gbenga Akinnagbe, Joe Morton, Fawny Cypress and Victor Williams

A man, suffering from mental illness, tries to rebuild his life; moving from the group 
home where he resides and into an apartment of his own.

2013 USA 112 MIN HD  World Premiere

MONICA

Written and directed by: Gregory Carter  Producers: Datari Turner, Gordon Bijelonic, Michael 
Becker  Executive Producers: Reggie Carter, Cain McKnight, H.M.Coakley 
Cast: Omari Hardwick, Ali Cobrin, Mariel Hemingway, James Remar, Lynn Whitfield, 
Robert Hoffman, Datari Turner, Briana Evigan and Obba Babatunde

An aspiring actress makes a pact with her fiancé to take a job as an exotic 
dancer to care for her cancer stricken father. Once the pact the couple made is 
broken, there lives are changed forever.

2013 USA 98 MIN HD  World Premiere

Written and directed by: Shaka King  Producers: Jim Wareck, Michael Matthews, 
Shaka King, Gbenga Akinnagbe  Cast: Amari Cheatom, Trae Harris, Tone Tank, Hassan 
Johnson, Colman Domingo, Diane Neal, Adrian Martinez and Isiah Whitlock, Jr.

Lyle and Nina blaze away the stress of living in New York City, and struggle 
to get by, get high and get lost.

NEWLYWEEDS
2013 USA 87 MIN HD

Directed by: Mo Mcrae  Producers: Michael Salman, Brandon Ruiz  
Executive Producers: Omari Hardwick & Mo Mcrae
Wesley Jonathan & Joe Dumars  Cast: Omari Hardwick, Mo Mcrae, lone B

A short film written by Mo Mcrae and Omari Hardwick

2013 USA HD 90 min

KINGS & BEGGARS 
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Written by: Kim Williams  Directed by: Natasha "Tash" Gray  Producers: Kim Williams, 
Aasha Davis, Michelle Clay  Cast: Aasha Davis, Sara Finley and David Lower

Based on the book, 40 Hours and an Unwritten Rule thiswebisode examines 
the comedic realities of Racey Jones, an African-American in a predominantly 
white workplace.

UNWRITTEN RULES
2012 USA 5 MIN HD

Written by: Jeanine Daniels  Directed by: Dennis Dortch  Producer: Numa Perrier
Cast: Desmond Faison and Numa Perriers

Chick & Dude clash over appropriate bed attire.

2012 USA 2 MIN HD

THE COUPLE: The Moo Moo

ROOMIELOVERFRIENDS

Written by: Dennis Dortch and Numa Perrier  Directed by: Dennis Dortch  
Producer: Numa Perrier  Cast: Shayla Hale and Andra Fuller

Tamiko and Jay cross the lines as roomies and sleep together - Uh Oh!

2012 USA 5 MIN HD

        www.abff.com    Refer to screening schedule for showtimes

Designed to discover talented emerging digital content creators. 
Three webisodes compete for the ABFF Webisode Award, presented by GIANTlife.com

ABFF WEBISODE CHALLENGE



Written and directed by: R. Malcolm Jones  Producers: R. Malcolm Jones, 
Udonis Haslem, Randy Godfarb, Quetta Santiago  Cast: Jennifer Lewis, Keith David, Jamie 
Hector and introducing Latrice Jackson, LaShay Jackson and Amiya Thomas

Tiana, Nia and Amiya - initially adversaries - forge a lifelong friendship through 
hope and adversity in one of Miami's gritty and unforgiving neighborhoods, Liberty 
City. A coming of age story laced with sometimes insurmountable tragedies and 
exhilarating adventures.

2013 USA 89 MIN HD  World Premiere

THE MAGIC CITY

WELCOME TO MIAMI

Written and directed by: Elijah Wells  Produced by: Martha Whisby Wells and 
Diane Whisby  Cast: Malcolm Hawkins, Njie Sabik, Jazz Thompson, Elijah Wells and Gigi Tinsley

A young boy, James Picket, and his mother move from L. A. (where he attended 
one of the top Art schools) to Miami. Now James is challenged as he finds himself 
the new kid at Miami Arts Charter school. In the end James really finds out what it 
is to be Welcome to Miami.

2013 USA 15 MIN  World Premiere

Written by: Tedric Huff and Mark Bridges  Directed by: Adrian Allen  Executive 
Producers: Ray Balgrove, Vivienne Chance, Paul Campbell, Adrian Allen  Story By: 
Ray Balgrove  Cast: Paul Campbell, Lex Kelly-Meade and Tesh Humphries

A heartwarming story of family, love, and faith that follows the soulful 
journey of a young man returning home from college and facing who he 
was, and who he is to become.

THE HEART OF SUMMER
2012 USA 82 MIN HD  World Premiere

Produced and directed by: Rachelle Salnave  Cast: Ira Kurzban

A personal memoir spoken through the words of lawyer Ira Kurzban about the 
battle to defend the civil liberties of Haitian refugees that were held unwillingly in 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

2012 USA 5 MIN  World Premiere

THE HAITIAN GUANTANAMO BAY EXPERIENCE: 
THE LEGAL JOURNEY

Written and directed by: Edson Jean  Producer: Borsht Corp.  Executive Producer: Vladimir 
Lescouflair  Cast: Edson Jean, Marckenson Charles, Joshua Jean-Baptiste and Devon Dassaw

Edson anxiously speeds through this journey, until he is forced to apply the brakes 
of faith.

2012 USA 20 MIN HD  World Premiere

THE ADVENTURES OF EDSON JEAN

Written and directed by: Robert Townsend  Starring: Salli Richardson-Whitfield, Robert 
Townsend, Jenifer Lewis, Steve White, Elika Crespo and Melyssa Ford

An arrogant celebrated high school basketball Coach gets his life turned 
upside down when a Superstar Player transfers to his school and his mother 
tries to take over the team. This leads to a comedy of epic proportions, with 
plenty of charging, blocking, personal fouls and slam dunks, but in the end 
everyone wins.

2013 USA HD 90 min  World Premiere

PLAYIN’ FOR LOVE
This film was funded in part by grants 
from the Southeast Overtown/Park 
West and Omni Redevelopment 
District Community Redevelopment 
Agencies, and through the generous 
support of the City of Miami.
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“FILMS OVER MIAMI” COMMUNITY SHOWCASE
Highlighting Miami’s emerging filmmakers  -  FREE SCREENINGS



MASTER CLASSES

Bill Duke’s Actors Boot Camp

Master Class

Three sessions:
June 20, June 21, and June 22
8:30 am - 11:00 am

Admission with Master Class ticket

Ritz Carlton, Miami Beach - Resource Room, 3rd Floor

Hollywood veteran Bill Duke actor/director/producer 
whose credits include Car Wash, A Rage in Harlem, 
Deep Cover, Menace II Society & Hoodlum, teaches the 
craft of acting over an intense 3-day scene study 
program where participants learn to shape their 
performances through hands on direction and 
supportive critique.

Saturday, June 22                             

Ritz-Carlton, Miami Beach-Resource Room, 3rd Floor

Due to the digital takeover, people are no longer 
reading books or newspapers like they used to. Their 
world view is shaped by what they see on the big and 
small screen. Now more than ever, we must find a way 
to enter our audience's world in order to lead them out. 
The focal point of this workshop will be on striking a 
balance between social relevance and commercial 
value in our scripts. In addition, Reggie Rock 
Bythewood will share thoughts on how to build a 
career in an industry that may not recognize the 
urgency of the moment.

Presented in association with the Writer's Guild of 
America West (WGAW)

12:30 pm 3:00 pm

Admission: With pass or individual ticket

 - 

Telling Stories of Substance,

led by Reggie Bythewood

        www.abff.com





PANELS Ritz-Carlton, Miami Beach - Main Hall, 2nd Floor

1 Lincoln Rd, Miami Beach, FL 33139 

MAIN HALL

THURSDAY, JUNE 20

Hollywood TrailerFest

The Art of Voice Acting

“The Best Man Holiday”

11:00 am – 1:00 pm

2:30 pm - 4:00 pm

5:30 pm - 7:00 pm

Hosted by the Motion Picture Association of America 
(MPAA)
The six major motion picture studios: Paramount 
Pictures, Sony Pictures, 20th Century Fox, Universal 
Pictures, Walt Disney Studios, and Warner Bros., discuss 
the marketing of upcoming theatrical releases and 
showcase their latest trailers. 

Presented by Nickelodeon
Leading voiceover artists explain the craft and business 
of voiceover acting. Panelists include Kevin Michael 
Richardson (The Cleveland Show), Michael Leon 
Wooley (The Princess and the Frog) and Phil LaMarr 
(Justice League).

Presented by Comcast/NBCUniversal
Director Malcolm Lee and cast members 
Morris Chestnut, Sanaa Lathan, and Nia Long, 
discuss the upcoming sequel to The Best Man.

A Conversation with Regina King  

2013 ABFF Comedy Wings 

Competition Finals

                       

Presented by American Airlines
A candid interview with the dynamic actress Regina 
King, about her career and personal journey within the 
entertainment industry. 

®Presented by HBO
Four breakout comics compete for the first-ever ABFF 
Comedy Wings title. Hosted by Chris Spencer (Real 
Husbands of Hollywood).

 

6:30 pm - 7:45 pm

10:00 pm - 11:30 pm

FRIDAY, JUNE 21

Diversity...It's Just Good Business

UP Screenplay Table Read

12 noon – 1:30 pm

3:30 pm - 5:00 pm

Presented by Comcast/NBCUniversal
A discussion with Comcast and NBCUniversal talent 
and executives about promoting diversity and the 
importance of diversity as a good business strategy. 
Panelists include Nick Cannon (Ncredible 
Entertainment, America's Got Talent/Host), Karen Horne 
(VP, Programming Talent Development & Inclusion), 
David Wilson (Founder, TheGrio.com), Paul Butler 
(General Manager, Aspire Network).

                            

Ritz-Carlton, Main Hall, 2nd Fl

Presented by UP (formerly gmc TV)

The Table Read is an important, yet often overlooked 
step in the filmmaking process.  Don't miss this live 
presentation as 3 finalists in the UP Faith & Family 
Screenplay Competition, present a scene from their 
qualifying screenplays. Actor, Darrin Dewitt Henson 
(Soul Food), will be a special guest.  Be sure to watch 
Darrin in the UP Original Gala Screening of In The 
Meantime, Saturday at the Colony Theatre at 
2:30 pm.   

SATURDAY, JUNE 22

The Artist’s Vision: Cultural Criticism and the 

Filmmaker’s Voice

Examining the Influence of Fashion Trends in 

Film and Television    

2013 Festival Awards Presentation

                                                  

Presented by Grab Media and Huffpost Blackvoices, 
programed in association with Daughters of Eve Media. 
Do you believe that independent Black filmmakers 
should create more diverse roles for and images of 
African-Americans than those that Hollywood projects? 
As Black filmmakers, do we have the freedom to simply 
be artists first or is it irresponsible to not attempt to raise 
social consciousness through our stories. 

                          

       
®Presented by HBO  & Macy’s

Hollywood has long since held great influence over 
fashion. A live fashion show will showcase how 
Hollywood has ignited trends and filtered into 
mainstream stores. Understand the power that 
exceptional wardrobe choices can bring to the life of 
your characters, defining dramatic tone, place and 
time. Panelists include costume designers Johnetta 
Boone (For Colored Girls, Cadillac Records)
John Dunne (Boardwalk Empire, Casino) style guru 
Lloyd Boston and, Shawn Outler, Macy's VP of Fashion 
Forecasting & Operations, with special guest 
appearance by actor Michael K. Williams. 

Grand jury award and talent competition winners are 
announced.

11:00 am - 12:30 pm

2:00 pm - 3:30 pm

5:00 pm - 6:15 pm
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PANELS  Ritz-Carlton, Miami Beach - Resource Room, 3rd Floor

1 Lincoln Rd, Miami Beach, FL 33139 

RESOURCE ROOM

Bill Duke's Actors Boot Camp: Session 3

Telling Stories of Substance, 

led by Reggie Bythewood

                      

Separate ticket required.

Separate ticket required.

8:30 am - 11:00 am

12:30 pm - 3:00 pm

THURSDAY, JUNE 20

Bill Duke's Actors Boot Camp: Session I

Framing the Ask: Financing Your Film 

with Crowd Fundraising

                      

Separate ticket required.

Presented by Black Enterprise Magazine
Join William Michael Cunningham, author of “The 
JOBS Act: Crowdfunding for Small Businesses and 
Startups,” and Numa Perrier, Cofounder of 
BLACK&SEXY.TV, for insight on how to successfully 
fundraise for your next project, utilizing tools such as 
kickstarter and indiegogo. 

8:30 am - 11:00 am

1:00 pm - 2:30 pm

Comcast/NBCUniversal Seminar: 

“Breaking into the Industry”
4:30 pm - 6:00 pm
Presented by Comcast/NBCUniversal
Learn about Comcast/NBCUniversal talent 
development programs and career opportunities
Guest Speakers: Andrea Agnew (Executive Director, 
Workforce Diversity & Inclusion, Comcast Cable), 
Kendra Carter (Director, Talent Diversity Initiatives, NBC 
Entertainment), Karen Horne (VP, Programming Talent 
Development & Inclusion, NBC Entertainment), Steve 
Williams (VP, Sound Services, NBCU Studio Operations)

FRIDAY, JUNE 21

Bill Duke's Actors Boot Camp: Session 2

How to Pitch a Series

                      

Separate ticket required.

                                          

Presented by Nickelodeon
How does a TV series make it to air?  Before the script 
is written, before the actors are cast and the cameras 
roll, there’s the pitch.  Find out what really goes into 
pitching a series that will make TV executives want to 
green light your project?  In this interactive workshop, 
we’ll discuss the essential elements of a TV series pitch, 
including character development, finding your hook, 
and creating an engaging universe.   Whether you’re 
pitching a Saturday morning cartoon or a primetime 
comedy, panelists will speak to the ins and outs of TV 
pitching, from conceiving your idea all the way to 
taking a pitch meeting with a studio or network.

Guest Speakers: Ron Holsey (award-winning playwright 
and Emmy-nominated television writer who has 
developed projects and written for numerous series on 
PBS kids, Nickelodeon, Nick Jr., Disney Channel and 
Cartoon Network) and Gabriel Garza (award-
nominated Writer on Nickelodeon’s THE PENGUINS OF 
MADAGASCAR and MONSTERS VS. ALIENS. He is 
currently a staff writer on THE HAUNTED HATHAWAYS 
and in development on an original live action series for 
Nickelodeon).

8:30 am - 11:00 am

1:30 pm - 3:00 pm

SATURDAY, JUNE 22

ADMISSIONS POLICY:  Passholders must sign-up on the 3rd floor, to attend events in this room with the exception 
of the Master Classes which require a separate ticket for entry.  Collect an entry number at 
the sign-up table, one hour before event start time. Seating is limited and will be granted 
on a first-come, first-serve basis.
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Hollywood TrailerFest 20

The Art of Voice Acting $30

“The Best Man Holiday” $45

Diversity…Just Good Business $30

UP Screenplay Table Read $30

A Conversation with Regina King $45

ABFF Comedy Wings Competition Finals $45 

The Artist's Vision: Cultural Criticism and the 
Filmmaker's Voice $30

Examining the Influence of Fashion Trends in Film 
and Television $30

- - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - -

- - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

$

PANELS & EVENTS

(Thursday, June 20, 11:00 am)

(Thursday, June 20, 2:30 pm)

(Thursday, June 20, 5:30 pm)

(Friday, June 21, 12:00 pm)

(Friday, June 21, 3:30 pm)

(Friday, June 21, 6:30 pm)

(Friday, June 21, 10:00 pm)

(Saturday, June 22, 11:00 am)

(Saturday, June 22, 2:00 pm)

Prestige Pass

Marquee Pass $590

Movies & Panels $250

Saturday Day Pass $195

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

$1000

PASSES

Colony Theater

Miami Beach Cinematheque $12

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - -

$12

SCREENING TICKETS
On Sale at Theater Box Office. 
Day of Show Only

Screenwriting Master Class: 
Telling Stories of Substance SOLD OUT

Bill Duke’s Actor’s Boot Camp SOLD OUT

- - - - - - - -

- - - - - -

MASTER CLASSES

(Saturday, June 22, 12:30 pm)

(June 20, June 21, June 22, 8:30 am)

Opening Night Party @ SLS Hotel/
Hyde Beach SOLD OUT

Closing Night Party @ Play SOLD OUT

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - -

PARTIES

(Wednesday, June 19, 10:00 pm)

(Saturday, June 22, 10:30 pm)

To purchase the passes and tickets, visit the American Airlines Festival Center, located at: 

Ritz Carlton, Miami Beach-Salon 1, 2nd Floor, 1 Lincoln Rd, Miami Beach, FL 33139

PASSES & TICKETS

Wednesday, June 19

11:00 am - 7:00 pm

Thursday, June 20

8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Friday, June 21

8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Saturday, June 22

8:00 am - 3:00 pm

 REGISTRATION HOURS
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VENUE GUIDE
See next page for map

THE RITZ CARLTON, SOUTH BEACH (Host Hotel)
1 Lincoln Rd, Miami Beach, FL 33139 
(@ the corner of Lincoln Rd. and Collins Ave.)

1

2 COLONY THEATRE
1040 Lincoln Road, Miami Beach, FL 33139
(@ the corner of Lenox Ave.)

Activity: Film screenings

Distance from Host Hotel: 0.99 miles

3 MIAMI BEACH (MBC) CINEMATHEQUE
1130 Washington Ave, Miami Beach, FL 33139
(between 11th & 12th Streets)

Activity: Film screenings

Distance from Host Hotel: 0.77 miles

SLS HOTEL 
1701 Collins Ave Miami Beach, FL 33139

Activity: Opening Night Party

Distance from Host Hotel: 0.21 miles

(@ the corner of 17th St. and Collins Ave.)

4

GUSMAN CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS
174 E Flagler St, Miami, FL 33131 
(Not shown on map)

Activity: Closing Night Film

Distance from Host Hotel: 6.13 miles

5

CLUB PLAY
1045 5th St, Miami Beach, FL 33139
(@ the corner of 5th St. & Lenox Ave.)

Activity: Closing Night Party

Distance from Host Hotel: 1.59 miles

6
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